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CULTUREIS LOUD...
AND LONELY.

Every day we are confronted with extreme noise: headlines shouting, social media posts demanding, and so many voices talking

at us instead of having a conversation with us.

Paradoxically, loneliness these phenomena first timeless anchors amidst impact that last longer

and isolation are growing. and with greater intensity. the storm, universities than passing storms, while

Despite the endless noise, we ~ Caught between the noise struggle to provide true offering students what they

aren’t actually being seenor ~ and isolation, they oftenfind  love and genuine wisdom. are truly longing for?

heard-leaving us desperate themselves aimlessly lost

for genuine connection. at sea amidst the crashing What does it look like to How do you faithfully
waves—tossed about by be deeply anchored in represent and further

Universities—especially competing ideologies, this kind of culture? an ancient faith?

elite campuses—generate merciless expectations,

cultural waves. This means and a sense of existential How do you make slow Amidst the noise, isolation,

students often experience drift. Without deep and and steady ripples of and drift: we anchor deeply

and ripple widely.

ANCHOR DEEP. RIPPLE WIDE.
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MAKING

Things are
happening here!

In our history, we have
never seen such a rapid
surge in student interest, far
outstripping our capacity.
Total engagement has just
short of tripled (184%
growth, to be precise)...

in just 36 months. This is
beyond anything we have
seen in our recent history.

Why now? And why here?

Strong Beginnings
As always there are multiple
causes and larger national
trends involved. But our
above-trend growth is really
due to investments made

by those who came before
us. As so often happens,

the harvest sometimes
comes quite a bit later than
the initial planting efforts.
When our founders Karl
and Julie Johnson and their
early supporters began
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Chesterton House 25 years
ago, they did something
few thought to do: rather
than pontificate on “the real
problem with the church”
or “those crazy campuses”
(cursing the darkness) they
decided to build something
positive (light a candle) and
build it as an institution,
rather than a personality-
driven enterprise.

The nascent study center
movement saw the long-term
need for complementary

and strategically located
institutions that could offer
students a truly better college
experience. By implementing
aresidential model, rather
than a “program” of one or
two hours a week, Chesterton
House pursued immersive
involvement within the
whole of student lives.

Combined with other
innovations (some of which
are detailed in the following

pages) we now can truly
say a Chesterton House
student gets an unrivaled
college experience: the
close and supportive and
formational community of
a small Christian college
tending to both their minds
and bodies, with a stellar
Christian ministry staff and
faculty (both locally and
visiting), plus the amazing
resources of a world-class
Ivy League R1 university.
Most importantly, they

are given guidance into
real-world living as a
Christian in the post-
secular world, rather than
extended adolescence in an
isolated Christian bubble.

Today’s Chesterton
House Distinctives
“Community” is an

overused word on campuses.

What is it that makes some
environments ideal for
incubating real, durable
human relationships?

The key is a hospitality-
infused culture. This

goes beyond an “outreach
program” or a little extra
food put out at events.
Instead, it is a bottom-up
culture built up over two
decades of cultivating deep
relational connections
between students, staff,
professors, pastors, and
churches that go far beyond
the thin transactional
meetings students
experience elsewhere. This
takes mere programs and
turns them into engines that
generate deeply connected,
supportive, and vibrant
cohorts. These connections
create rea/ community and
allow us to offer a wealth
of diverse opportunities

to students—including

our new Church Fair and
Baccalaureate service—

highlighted on page 19.

You can feel the difference:
students encounter



myriad campus events with
quid pro quo friendships,
superficial niceness, and
normalized distraction—
with participants more
engaged with their phones
than people. Our student
subcultures (as well as our
ministry partners) are held
together by a common love
for Jesus, laughter, tears,
struggle, hard work, and lots
of grace. And it extends to
their wonder and thought
about the world, with a robust
integration of mind and soul.

We also demand more,
leaning into the great paradox
of community building: low-
demand, low effort groups
tend to yield low cohesion.
By pursuing a demanding,
high-standards engagement
with students, our most
vibrant sub-communities

are knit together precisely
because we ask more, not

less, of our students.

Take, for example, our
residential life community.
Students not only agree to

a lifestyle covenant aspiring
to chastity, sobriety, and
intentional care for one
another; they are put to work
right away in cook teams
where they prepare meals for
community events, a service
program where they clean
and tend to the houses, and
avibrant culture of inviting
outsiders in that brings
hundreds of campus guests
through their doors every
week. They also participate

in weekly spiritual formation/
mentorship meetings.

Another mark of our
community is the pervasive
embedding of Scripture
and Scriptural-based
thinking and living at
many different levels.
While “secker sensitive”
ministry cultures often try
to smooth out the rough
edges of the Biblical texts

or selectively present bits
and pieces of the hard texts,
we embrace the wholeness
of the Bible with all its
challenges. Starting with our
Public Reading of Scripture
program, one of the most
active in the nation, with
1,800+ attendance this year
alone, we intentionally lean
into the most neglected parts
of the canon right away.

Our academic program

has a similar high-rigor,
high hospitality approach.
With the award-winning
multi-semester Logos
Seminar program, our
Theological Society, and our
viewpoint-diverse Chesterton
Perspectives series, we
push further into contested
questions with intellectual
hospitality. Our students
are reading not just

huge chunks of the

Bible and classical
Christian thinkers;

they are pushed

to charitably

read critical anti-

Christian thinkers,

whose influence

led to wholesale rejection

of Christian frameworks.
Pressing into this kind of
challenging intellectual
formation, especially around
sensitive questions of identity
and moral claims, is rare in
any higher education setting.
But the payoffis considerable:
it nurtures a durable faith that
lives long past graduation. So
we eagerly press into these
challenging conversations.

And when we press
in, so do students.

Anchors and Ripples
These deep anchors pull
students into a community
suffused with roots in the
historic Christian faith. But
it doesn’t stop there; we
incubate and support many
small student groups that
then spread this impact
into the wider campus.
Chesterton House

fosters a collaborative
ecosystem at Cornell

that has become

amodel for many

other universities

and colleges. As such, we are
regularly helping and advising
other campuses in building
up their programs and
collaborative networks as well.
(These efforts are explored
further on pages 12-15.)

So: anchor deep, ripple

wide. This is the heritage
that several decades of
supporters have helped build
together over the years.

Thank you for your
friendship, support, and
prayers as we continue this
good work together.

Blessings,
VIVEK MATHEW
19 | PhD
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WHY DO

Campus changes at a frenetic pace. Lurching
from one wave of fashion to the next, from
one moral panic to another, nothing is
permanent or transcendent. Ina
trend-chasing culture, it’s profoundly
countercultural to look back to traditions
and values.

Yet, these very traditions and values provide
deep anchors that ground our mission and
help steady students in the midst of storms.

Students gather . : .
on the Knoll
for Resident
Orientation

>
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Since our small beginnings 25 years ago, we have been anchored by:

The Historic,
Orthodox
Christian Faith

Our ethos is grounded in
what has been “believed
everywhere, always,

and by all.”* This is our
central anchor—our root
system—for everything we
do. We hold fast to what
has been passed down, not
made up, and follow in the
lineage of the most durable
institution of all time: the
historic Christian church.

Rigorous Academic
and Personal

Formation

While many may be tempted
to ask less of college students
because of the challenges

they face, we ask more. Our
residential lifestyle covenant,
rigorous courses, and consistent
community rhythms offer
students a demanding yet
rewarding path to growth—
intellectual, moral, and
spiritual. But unlike sprawling
bureaucratic universities, we
do so with abundant grace,

a supportive community,

and real love and wisdom.

v
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Integration of
Faith, Mind,
and Work

The hyper-professionalism
of elite universities tends
to relegate faith to quiet
private corners, as if it were
irrelevant to intellectual
development and
professional goals. We start
from a different place: true
faith is inberently inseparable
from mind and work.

W

1 Attributed to Saint Vincent of Lérins around 434 AD to encourage the faithful to hold fast to the historic Christian faith and not be tossed about by novel theology

' 'WE NEED ANCHORS?

A Culture of
Hospitality

We serve hundreds of
delicious home-cooked meals
each week. But our hospitality
goes far beyond meals — real
hospitality welcomes the
whole person, even with all
their messy opinions, doubts,
and uncomfortable questions.
This robust culture of table
and intellectual hospitality
means students don’t have to
check their views at the door.

ANNUAL REPORT 7



WHAT WE DO

With one of the most high-intensity calendars of

any student life program in the country, there’s

always something going on. Here’s a taste:

THE RNOLL
HE KN

'~

On the Knoll At Cornell Graduate 1 Connecting Local
& Faculty | Ministry Leaders

Robust Residential ~ On-Campus Communities to Each Other

Program Programming From outreach events We host a weekly

Our residents bind With a packed calendar of to Faith & Work gathering of local

themselves together with a distinguished Christian conferences, we offer ministry leaders who

lifestyle covenant, meal plan,
weekly mentorship, shared
household management,
retreats, and more!

Award-Winning
Courses

We have a critically acclaimed
introduction to the classical
Christian tradition (Logos
Seminar), a first-in-the-
nation guest scholar series
exemplifying viewpoint
diversity (Chesterton
Perspectives), and a
graduate-level seminar on
recent academic research

in theology, Biblical
studies, and philosophy
(Theological Society).

Table Hospitality
From Praxis Dinners
about big questions,
to Public Reading of
Scripture breakfasts,
to Just Show Up Book
Club desserts, the
tables are always full
of inviting spreads.

scholars from around the
country, we are constantly
“speaking Christianly”
into a contentious
campus. We also run our
flagship Public Reading of
Scripture at Sage Chapel,
bringing the entire Bible
to life in Cornell’s most
prominent sanctuary.

Sponsorship
& Incubator of
Student-Led
Initiatives
We catalyze, sponsor,
and mentor numerous
student groups, helping
develop Christian leaders
across disciplines. From
the founding of Claritas, a
student journal
of Christian
thought, to
special interest
groups focusing
on faith in
medicine,
health, natural

sciences, tech,

spaces designed for
graduate and professional
students, faculty, and staff.

In Ithaca

Connecting Students
to Churches

‘We host events that aim

to connect students to the
broader Ithaca Christian
community, including

a start-of-year Church

Fair and an end-of-year

Baccalaureate service.

meet for prayer, mutual
encouragement,
support, and
collaboration. We also
pursue meaningful
partnerships with
other ministries,
working together to
increase offerings on-
campus for students.

and more. g !
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“T’ve seen amazing things happen
where my non-Christian friends
come into Chesterton House

and they audibly say, “Wow,
this is incredible. There’s no
space like this on campus.”
And they have come back
several times since then.”

—JOAQUIN RIVERA 25 |
Industrial and Labor Relations

ANNUAL REPORT
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I think something that

Tve encountered a lot at
Chesterton House is the
integration of what we’re
doing intellectually and
what we’re doing every day.
The realization that those
things aren’t actually that
separate. What I encountered
at Chesterton is people that
still take their intellectual
formation seriously, but see it
in service to some other good
that isn’t propping up their own
pride or their own pocketbook.
Life in the modern world
requires a lot of thinking. And
in order to think well, you
need to train yourself; and
there’s a deep Christian
tradition in Scripture and
beyond Scripture that can
train you how to do that
Jor your actual life.”

—JACOB BROGDON 25 |

Policy Analysis and Management

Students gather
weekly for the Public
Reading of Scripture
in Cornell’s historic
Sage Chapel

]_O ‘ 2024-2025
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THE RIPPLE EFFECT

~—
World Food Prize
Laureate Heidi
Kiibn shares a warm
moment with recent
grads interested in
bhumanitarian work

>
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Our Impact Across Campus and Community

THE KNOLL
Creating a Strong Core

Our residents receive holistic and individualized
personal formation, spiritual mentorship, and
leadership training and are also experienced in
the art of hospitality and charitable dialogue.
We establish a strong outward-facing core. The
stronger the core, the wider the outreach.

CORNELL’S CAMPUS
Vectors of Influence

Our students not only influence their peers;

they also shape the wider campus’s intellectual

and spiritual climate. Our on-campus programs
are engaging, rigorous, and open to anyone—
drawing interested students into our inner
circle where the deepest formation is possible.

ITHACA

Serving as a Catalyst and a Model

Chesterton House serves as a collaborative
hub and catalyst—bringing together churches,

ministries, and students in a shared vision for

campus transformation. This has set apart Ithaca
as a uniquely collaborative ministry environment

and a model for doing things differently (and
more effectively) in higher education ministry.

Chesterton House has shaped me in more ways than I even
realize. I think it’ll be even more evident how this place has shaped
and formed me after I leave. One thing that’s really awesome about
living at Chesterton House while at a secular university is being rooted
in a community of people who care about me and share their faith

with me. It has taught me to intellectually and thoughtfully engage
with my faith—even just at dinner—and how to kindly listen to one
another when we have different perspectives. Chesterton House has
made Christian community more accessible to me, and having faith-
informed conversations has been really valuable and special to me.

— HANNAHYEH 25 | Information Science

L remember the first Sunday of the first week of school was an
open Praxis dinner. It was beautiful and sunny, and I remember
I brought along my roommate at the time. Vivek led a discussion
going through the readings about prayer that was just really
thoughtful and insightful, and I really loved the community
there. Over time I continued going to the Sunday Night Dinners
and then eventually I decided, yeah, I'd love to live here.

— MAX YAP 26 | Economics and Math

I think one of the things that makes Chesterton House different
[from all of the other campus fellowships is that it works to be a
collaborative central space. So this space is where the leaders of
local churches and campus ministry come together to collaborate
and to pray together. Chesterton House is very much the glue
that pulls all of those together. It does a lot to pull together
things like the Public Reading of Scripture where those churches
and other campus ministries are able to send their students.

—REV. STEVE FELKER, CHRIST CHAPEL CHURCH

ANNUAL REPORT 13




THE EVER-WIDENI

“The Western search for truth and meaning over four centuries
has resulted in a philosophical dead end. Humanity cannot
discover its purpose, identity, or meaning on its own without
reference to the revealed God of the Bible. The presence and
mission of Chesterton House is vital to helping Cornell students
re-discover the theological and spiritual foundations that underpin
our longings for justice, goodness, and truth in our world today.
For academic life at Cornell University to thrive, it needs
the presence of Chesterton House more than ever.”

— ISRAEL SOONG '96 | Former Director of Cyber
Policy at the White House National Security Council

“I'think Chesterton House has especially influenced the way
that I've grown in my faith by bhelping me answer the harder
questions and have a space to even consider them—
especially topics on vocation or the questions that Cornell
students are especially considering at this point in life.”

— ANNINA BRADLEY 26 | Government and French
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Our Impact Over Time
and Across the Nation

By the grace of God, the
impact of our work is deep,
wide, and durable.

Chesterton House is
emerging as a national leader

in Christian higher education.

While many ministries are
struggling, our program
continues to grow in both
attendance and influence,
without compromising our
orthodox fidelity. Taking

a deep, holistic approach
to student formation is
attracting the attention of
others around the country.
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A longitudinal Baylor

University study has shown
that the moral formation of
our students is durable—not
confined to the four years
of college or the product

of existing in a ministry
bubble. Our deep and

challenging catechesis and

emphasis on full integration
builds up Christian leaders
who are firmly “rooted

and established.”

Our Scripture-centric
philosophy offers a different
vision of how to inhabit the
academy. In the coming
year, we are gathering
national leaders in the
study center movement to
discuss how a foundational
Christian intellectual
development program
needs to be permeated by
the Bible at every level,

as we have done with our
extensive Public Reading
of Scripture programs and
our academic programs
informed by cutting edge
biblical studies scholarship.

We are also entering a

new phase of growth—
intentionally expanding our
programs, staff, offerings, and
space to be able to better serve
students and accommodate
the growing need. Our long-
term vision is not just about a
growing campus ministry; we
envision building a durable
Christian institution that
becomes the new standard for
excellence and transformation
in Christian higher education.
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From environmentalists to

economists, a powerful panel
of scholars share their insights
on faith and work integration
with Cornell grad students




Tgrew up in a family of
two professors that are also
believers. And so growing up
it was emphasized how to learn
to love God with your mind.
I think that’s something
that Chesterton House
excels at: teaching
residents how to love
God with your mind,

and what that looks like.”

—SERENA WANG 25 |
Policy Analysis and
Management

ANNUAL REPORT
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Resident Fonny
Yohannan (25
Biology and Society)

» preparing dinner for

the resident meal plan
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FIRSTS & FAVORITES

Creating and Strengthening Our Community Traditions

First Annual
Church Fair

After churches lost access

to campus they previously
had through the Religious
Life office, Chesterton
House stepped in to provide
anew annual hub—a large
community-wide publicized
event to connect local
churches to students as soon
as possible. This event far
exceeded our expectations
with a wonderful church
turnout and many students
encountering churches that

would have otherwise never
had the chance to find them.

Sunset and
Scripture

For this signature beginning-
of-year event, we welcomed
over 100 students to the
patio of the Knoll and read
through the entire book of
John while enjoying a food
truck dinner for a festive and
memorable event at sunset.
Residents enjoyed soaking
up these sacred moments
alongside our guests.

First
Baccalaureate
Service

Baccalaureate is a traditional
Christian pre-graduation
service that invites graduates
and their families to express
gratitude to God for their
time at university, their

next season of life, and their
calling—to use their degrees
and knowledge for the glory
of God and the service of
others. We hope to continue
this meaningful tradition
for years to come and were
thrilled to welcome over

120 graduates, family, and
community members for
our first beautiful service.

Three Weekly
Public Reading of

Scripture Events
We are now fully up-and-
running three Public
Reading of Scripture (PRS)
sessions per week. At PRS,
students are given a free meal
and are able to sit and listen
to “raw” Scripture for forty-
five minutes. These events
are a far cry from a typical
entry-level social event, and
yet, PRS is one of our larger
programs that even regularly
attracts non-Christians.

(Further solidifying the idea
that perhaps asking more
of students 7s loving them
well.) Over the year we had
more than 1,800 attendees
in this program alone!

Praxis Dinners

For Praxis, residents prepare
ahomemade meal and serve
it to guests on real dishes and
real linens. (It’s often the first
homemade meal our guests
have had in a long time!)
After eating, a staff member
leads a thought-provoking
reading before the group
splits up into small groups
and then reconvenes for
plenary discussion and final
thoughts. This year alone,

we welcomed hundreds of
students to these dinners.
Beyond numbers, when we
look at real life impact, past
resident, Micah Hoffman ‘23
says it best, “I’ve seen atheists
who’ve come to Christ,
turned their lives around,
and gotten involved in their
community—and it all started

with a Sunday night dinner.”
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2024-2025 VISITING SCHOLARS

®

BRAD LITTLEJOHN
Fellow at Ethics and Public Policy Center

ANGEL ADAMS PARHAM

University of Virginia

ISRAEL SOONG
Former Director of Cyber Policy at the
White House National Security Council

CATHERINE CROUCH

Swarthmore University

RUTH OKEDIJI

Harvard Un tversity

HEIDI KUHN
Founder & CEO of Roots of Peace, World Food
Prize Laureate, & Nobel Peace Prize Nominee

MARY EBERSTADT

Panula Chair in Christian Culture,
Catholic Information Center

DAVID LAHTI
Queens College, City University of New York

AUDUN DAHL
Cornell University

EPHRAIM RADNER
Wycliffe College, University of Toronto

JOHN SWINTON
University of Aberdeen

KAVIN ROWE
Duke Divinity School

ANDREW JUDD
Ridley College

JON LEVENSON
Harvard University

JEFFREY METZNER
Vice President, Proctor & Gamble

We were once again honored to hear from world-class visiting faculty:

Puncturing the Myth of Equality

Singing the Blues: A Moral Alternative
to Vengeance & Apathy

Can Government Be Moral? Seeking Faith
& Wisdom in International Relations

Physics for the Common Good

When Computers Create: AI Generated
Art, Authorship, and the Image Dei

From Mines to Vines: Ci ultivatz'ng Peace
through Agriculture & Faith

Can We Talk About 1t?> Why Faith Remains
the Hardest Conversation on Campus

Moral Outrage: Who Are We
to Say? (Veritas Forum)

Moral Outrage: Who Are We
to Say? (Veritas Forum)

My Load is Easy: An Invitation to Cease
Striving, Building, and Bettering

“Please Don’t Fix Me. Welcome Me.” A
Christian Reflection on People with Disabilities

Reigniting the Revolution:
Revitalizing Our Imagination
with the Book of Acts

To Laugh or To Cry: Why Genre Makes
a Difference When Reading the Bible

Resurrection and Rest: What Are We
Actually Looking Forward To?

Growing in Faith While
Growing as an Executive



Students pack out
Cornell Law School
beyond capacity to
bear Harvard Law
Professor Ruth Okediji

v
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IMPACT

2024-2025

Y

8.742

ATTENDANCE ACROSS ALL EVENTS

7,039

MEALS SERVED TOTAL EVENTS
COURSE TOTAL PERSON-
ENROLLMENTS HOURS OF PUBLIC
(Since 2014) READING OF
SCRIPTURE
(2022-2025)

873

LECTURE

ATTENDEES e
PERSON-HOURS i
OF PUBLIC -r
READING OF : "'.as
SCRIPTURE -

32

COLLABORATORS

Including churches,
fellowship groups, and
national organizations

302

1,585

(2024-2025) y
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STEWARDSHIP

Your partnership transforms student
lives and impacts the whole campus.

700k

$708,963.72
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$630,933.26
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Income

@ Contributions $630,933.26

® Foundation Gifts $479,483.75

® Service Revenue $315,695.00

Sales/Other $13,996.44

$1,440,108.45

Expenses

@ Operating Expenses $708,963.72

@ Residential $445,560.91

® Fundraising $162,601.80

® Depreciation $110,755.00
$1,427,881.43

Net Revenue (loss)  $12,227.02
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$162,601.80

NOTE: These figures represent all annual operating income and expenses including long term projects incurred

this fiscal year. They do not reflect $750k received for ongoing capital expenditures and staff buildout.
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$110,755.00

ANNUAL REPORT

23



P.O. Box 4405 CHESTERTON

Ithaca, New York 14852-44.05

www.chestertonhouse.org HOUSE

With deep anchors, our ripples
are just getting started...

A movement of residential college ministries like
Chesterton House, not just at the Ivies, but across the
board...if we really think about the impact that that
could have, it could revolutionize church ministry
all across the United States. A network of Christian
people who came up through a kind of program like
Chesterton House, who know each other, follow each
other’s work, and are able to cooperate across different
regions of the country?1 don’t think we have any
notion of how powerful that could be.”

—REV. DR. MATT RALEY, LEAD PASTOR
OF BETHEL GROVE BIBLE CHURCH

WWW.CHESTERTONHOUSE.ORG
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Be part of the
conversation!

Scan the QR code

below to learn more, get
involved, or even come to
an in-person meet-up!

info@chestertonhouse.org
607.319.4038



